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HIS MAJESTIES 
GRACIOUS SPEECH 
„ or 
LORDS& COMMONS, 


At the opening of the PAR I IAM ZN r, 
On the Sch day of M, 1661. 


My Lords, and Gentlemen 
of the Houſe of Commons, 


vil ſpend the time in telling you wαν 
N N called you hither; I am ſure I am very gl 
| - for to [ee you here; I do value my ſelf muck 


7 bs 
4 


#- 
1 


. yo 


Jes will al concur with me, and that I ſhall concur with you in all 
| things whichimay ad bance the Pease, Plenty, aui Proſperity of 
te Nation, I ſhall be exceedingly deceived elſe, 


; 


My Eords and Gentlemen, OY 

Tow will find what method I think beſt ſor your proceeding, by 
two Bris which I have cauſed tobe prepared for jou, which are 
for confirmation of all that was Enaited at our laſt meeting; 
And above all, I muſt repeat what I ſaid when I was laft here; 

That, next to the miraculous bleſſing of God Almigh- 
ty, and indeed, as an immediate effect of that bleſſing, I do 
| impute the good diſpoſition and ſecurity we are all in, to 
| the happy Act of Indempniiy and oblivien; that is the 
princips Corner-ſtone, which ſupports this excellent 
Building, that creates Kindneſs in us to each other, and con · 

1 fidence is our joynt and common. ſecurity. 

Ia ſure J am ſtill of the ſame opinion, and more, if it be 
g 5 7 that bpinion, then I was, by the experience I have of 
: 2 Fit, and from the uureaſonableneſs of what ſome 
men fo againſt it; though I > 1p you not in my_hearing, 
I God Hamme provide full Remedies for any future M 0 
'be as ſevere as you will againſt nem Offenders, eſpecially if they 
be [o' upon old Principles, and pull up thoſe Principles by the 
Rooks : But I ſhall never think him a wiſe man, who would en- 
Aeavour to undermint or ſhake that Foundationof Our Publick 
| Peace,by infringing that AG in the leaſt degree; or that he can 
e My friend, or wiſh ue well, who would perſwade Me ever 
Yeo conſent ro the breach of « Proviiſe1 (o ſolemmly made when 5 
, Abroad, and performed with that ſolemnity; becauſe, after 
[7 promiſed it, I cannot ſoſpels any attempts of that find: by any 
. wo Merit and Neriie. þ a Kb 
e conclade withiut tilling you ſore! News Nes; 
DT will be very accepts | 
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| Oo). | 
part it to you, I have been often put in minde by My friends, 
that it was high time to marry; and I have thought ſo My 
ſelf ever ſince I came into England But there appeared dif- 


ficulties enough in the Choite, though many boertiots hbve 


been made to Me; and if I ſhould nter marry till T cou;d male 
ſuch 4 Choite, againſt which there could be no foreſight of any 
inconvenience that may inſue, you would liue to ſec Me an did 
Batchelor, which I thinł vou do not deſire to da. I can now tell 
jou, not ove ly that I am reſolued ti mary. but am I reſolve 
to marry, if Gd pleaſe: And towards my reſolition;” haue 
vſed that deliberation, and taken that adviet s Tong tod 
in an Affair of that importance ; anatruſt Me, with 4 full con- 
ſideration of the good of My Subjects in general, as of My ſelf; 
It is with the Daughter of Portugal. When 1.had, as well as, 
I could , weighed all that occurred to Me, the, firſt. Reſolution 4, 
took, was to ſtate the whole Overtares which had been made td. 
Me, and in truth, all that had been ſaid againſt it to my Privy 
Council; wit bon: hearing whoſe advice, Fnever did, nor ever 
ve an ee wee eee kee 
great ſatisfactios aud comfort to Vj (elf (that after many bours 
debate in 4 full Councel ) for I think there was not above one ab= 


— 


ſent; and truly I believe, upon weighing all that can be ſaid 


TBE Por, 


upon that (ubjei for or againſt it, My Lords, without one diſſen= 
ting Voice, yet there were very fem ſas:fhient,, ailviſed Me with 
all imaginable cheerfulneſs to this Marriage , which 1 looked 
apon as very wonderfull , and even as ſome inſtance of the Ap. 
probation of God himſelf; and ſo took My own reſolution, and 
concluded all with the Ambaſſador of, Partugal,, who i depart- 
ing with 4 whale Treaty gned ,, mbich 16u will find cn, 
many great advantages- to the Kingdom, an make, all ih 
haſte can, to fetch you 4 Queen hither , who I. doabi not mill 
bring great Bleſsings. with Her ts le an you, I will aaa n 
wort, bus refer the reſt to rhe Chani. %, 
eee ee eee db fs 


OO. 
. After His Majeſty had finiſhed, the 2 
: | | Lord Chancellor ſpake as folleweth, ) 
.. My Lords, aud you the bet, Citigeut, | 
| lp Burgeſs, of 1 of — 
He King hath called you hither by His Writ, to aſſiſt Him 
with your Information and Advice in the greateſt and 
- weightreſt Affairs of the Kingdom: By His Writ, which is 
the onely good and hawfull way to the meeting of a Parlia- 
ment; and the ing that Writ, the remembring how and why 
they came tog ber, is the dnely way to bring à happy end to Parlia- 
ments; chere was no ſuch Writ as this, no ſuch Preſence as this, in 
the year 1649. when this unhappy Kingdom was diſhonoured and 
expoſed to the mirth and reproach of their Neighbours in the Go- 
vetument of a Commonwealth; Pere was no ſuch Writ as this, no 
ſuch Preſence as this, in December 165 3. when that Infant: Com- 
monwealth, when the three Kingdoms of Eglund, Scotland and 
Ireland, and the Dominions thereunto belonging, were delivered up 
Inte che bloody and-mercileſs hands of a: devouring: Protector, and 
ſacrificed to his Luſt and Appetite-; There was no. ſuch Writ as this 
no ſuch Preſence as this, in che year 1656. hen that Protector was 
more ſolemnly inveſted and inſtalled, and the Liberty of che three Na- 
tions fubmitted to. his abſolute Tyranny by The bumble Petitias 
ana Advice, When people came together by. ſuch exorbitant means, 
i is no wonder that their-Conſaltations and Concluſions were ſo 
diſpropertioned. from any Rules of Juſtice or Sobriety: God be 
ine chat be hath teſetved ur to this day, a day that many good 
meachyve died praying for, that after all thoſe prodigies in Church 
and State, we have lived to ſee the King at the opening of the Parlia- 
ment. That we have lived to ſee out King Agointed and Crowned 
by he hands of an Archbiſhop, as His Predecefſors have been ; and 
that we ate cothe hither this day incohedience to His Writ. 


| TB Kidgell: you, He bath aner Ff orensd to be prepared 
| forthe Confirmatibh of if! that was” Enacted in the laſt Parkatifent; 
And comment Chedifpaceob of thoſe to ydu, with ſome eurneſtneſſe. 


The vnch is. it is. grearpatt of che bukineſcof this Partiamens 10 
celebrate the memory ofithe {aft} by corikirning or re- enbcting all 
tun vy done by that Parliament; which though it was not called by 


(6 ä 
the King's Writ . may be reaſonabiy thoughi to have bedh called b / 
God fumſelf, upon the Supplication and Prayer of the Ring, and tha 
whole Nation, as the only means to reſtore the Nation to its Hap» 
pineſle, to its Self, to its Honor, and even to its Innocence. How 
glad the King was of it, appears by what He writ to them from 
Breda, when He referred more to them then ever was referred to 
Parliament 3 He referred in truth ( upon the matter) all that con- 
cerned Himſelf, all that concerned Religion, all that concerned the 
Peace and Happineſſe of the Kingdom to them: And to their Honor 
be it ſpoken, and toll their Honor be it erer remembred, That the 
King, Religion, and the Kingdom, bave no reaſon to be ſorry that 
ſo much was ãntruſted to them; nor they to be aſhamed of the diſe 
charge of their truſt, It would have been a very unſeaſonable ſeruple 
in any man, who ſhould have refuſed to bear his part in the excellent 
tranſaRions of that Parliament, becauſe he was not called thither hy 
the King's Writ ; and it would be a more unreaſonable ſcraple-now; - 
jn avy man, after we have all received the fruit and benefit of their 
Councels and Contluſions, when in truth we ow our orderly and 
regular meeting at this time to their extraordinary meeting theo, to 
their wiſdom in laying bold upon the Kings Promiſes, and to tbe 
Kings Juſtice in performing all he promiſed, and to the Kingdoms - 
ſubmiſtion. and acquieſcence in thoſe promiſes. I ſay it would be 
very unſeaſonable, and unreaſonable now to endeavour: to ſhake 
that Foundation, which if you will take the King's Judgment, ſup» 
ports the whole Fabrick of our Peace and Security. He cells you what 
he ſhall think of any who goes about to undermine that Foundation, 
Which is a Zeal no Prince could be tranſported with but Himſelf; - 
it might have ſeemed enough for a King who had received ſo many 
injuries, fo hardly to be forgotten, undergone ſo many loſſes ſo im- 
poſſible to be repaired, to have been willing to confirm, and to re- 
enact the Act of Oblivion and Iadempnity, when you ſhould pre- 
ſent it to Him; but to prepare ſuch an Act for you, to conjure yon 
by all that is precicus by your frĩendſhip to him; to diſpatch thoſa 
Acts with expedition; is ſuch a peece of Fatherly Tenderneſſe and _ 
Diety, aspould proczed from no heart, but ſuch a One, in which 
God hath treaſured up a ſtock of Mercy, and Juſtice, and Wiſdom, + 
to redeem a Nation. And truly, my Lords and Gentlemen, for our 
ſelves, it well conſidet how much we o to thoſe, Who wich ail te 
Lache e Faculties 


ED 5 Our 
Faculties of their Soul rpatributed to, and Fontrived the bleſſed 
change, the reſtoring the King to His People, and His People to the 
Kiag; and then how much we ow to thoſe who gave no oppoſition 
to the virtuous activuy of the other, (and God knows a little op- 
poſicon might have done much harm j whether we look upon the 
Publick; or upon our on private Provocacions, there will remain ſo 
few who do not deſerve to be forgiven by us, that we may very well 
ſubmit to the Kings Advice, and His Example; of whom we may 
very juſtly ſay, as 4 very good Hiſtories ſaid of a very great Empe- 
ror ; and I am ſure, it could never bo ſo truly ſaid of any Emperor 
10 of ours, Facere vecte Cives jugs, Princeps, aptimus facienge do- 
cet; cumꝗq; fit Imperio maximus, .exempta in oft. Nor indeed 
hach He yet given us, or have we yet felt any other inſtances of His 
Greatnefle, and Power, and Superiority ; and Dominion over us; 
Niß (as he ſaid ) aut levatienepericuli, aut acceſſione dignitatits 
by giving us Peace, Honor, and Security, which we could hot have 
without Him, by deſiring nothing for Himſelf, but what is as good 
for us, as for Himſelf; and therefore I hope we ſhall make no ſcruple 
of obeying Him in this particular. 
u Lords and Gentlemen, Though the laſt Parliament did great 
and wonderfull ehings indeed, as much as in that time they could, 
yet they have left very great things for you to do. Lou are to finiſh 
the Structure, of which they but laid the Foundation; indeed they 
left ſome things undone, which it may be they thought they had 
finiſhed. You will finde the Revenue they intended co raiſe for the 
King, very much ſhort of what they promiſed: You will finde the 
Publicł Debt for the diſcharge of the Army and the Navy, which 
they thought they had provided for ſufficiently, to be ſtill in arreat 
and unpaid. And here I am by the King's ſpecial command, to com- 
mend the poor Seamen to you, who by the Rules which were pre- 
ſcribed for their pꝛyment, are ina much worſe condition, then, with- 
out queſtion, was forſern they would be; for by appointing them to 
be paid but from 1658. (which was a ſafe rule to the Army) very 
many are ſtill in arrear for two, three, or four years ſervice; and ſo 
His Majeſties promiſe to them from Breda remains unperfotmed. 
Some other Jofſes which reſulted from other Rules given for their 
2 have been ſupplied to them by n the King's on bounty» 
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ea people very worthy of your particular care and cherifhing, 
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upon whoſe courage and fidelity, very much of the. ae ah4 * 
Honor, and Security of the Nation depends; and therefore His Ma- 
jeſty doubts not you will ſee Juſtice done towards them with favour. 
My Lords ana Gentlemen, Nou are now the great Phyſitians of 
the Kingdom, and God knows you have many wayward, and fro- 
ward, and diſtempered patients; Patients who are in truth very ſick, 
and Patients who think themſelves ficker then they are; and ſome 
who think themſelves in health, and are moſt fick of all. You muſt 
therefore uſe all the diligence, and patience, and compaſſion, which 
good Phyſicians have for their Patients; all the Chearfulneſſe, and 
Complacency, and Indulgence, their ſeveral Habits, and Conftitutions, 
and Diſtempers of Body and Minde may require: Be not too Me- 
lancholick with your patients, nor ſuffer them to be too Melancholick, 
by believing chat every little diſtemper will preſently turn to a violent 
Feaver , and that Feaver will preſently turn to the Plague; That 
every little treſpaſs,every little ſwarving from the known Rule, muſt 
inſenſibly grow to a neglect of the Law, and that neglect as inſenſt= 
bly introduce an abſolute confuſion ; that every little difference, in 
Opinion or Practice, in Conſcience or Religion, mult preſently de- 
ſtroy Conſcience and Religion: Be not too ſevere and rough towards 
your Patients in preſcribiog Remedies, how well compounded ſo- 
eyer, too nauſcous and offenſive to their ſtomacks and:-appetite, or te 
their very fancy; allay and correct thoſe humors which corrupr 
their ſtomacks and their appetiees: If the gaod old known tryed 
Laws be for the preſent too heavy for their necks, which have been 
ſo many years without any Yoke at all, make a temporary proviſion | 
of any eaſier and a lighter Yoke, till by living in a wholeſomer air, 
by che benefit of a ſoberer Converſation, by keeping a better Dyet, hy 
the experience of a 72 and juſt Government, they recover ſtrength 
enough to bear, and diſcretion enough to diſcern the benefit and the 
eaſe of thoſe Laws they diſliked. If the preſent Oaths have any terms 
or expreſſions in them,that a tender Conſcience honeſtly makes ſcruple 
of ſubmitting to, in Gods name, let other Oaths be formed io their 
places, as comprehenſive of all thoſe Obligations which the Policy 
of Government muſt exact; but ſtill let there be a Yoke, let there 
be an-Oath, let there be ſome Law that may be the Rule to that In- 
be that under pretence of Liberty of Conſcience men may not 
be abſolyed from all the 9 and Conſciencese. 
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Ive towards ſome of 


n 
xefought your goolnivurt and indulgence to: 
your weak Patients, if by it they can be brought to follow and ſub- 
mit to your preſcriptions for their health; nor is it reaſonable to 
imagine, that rhe diſtempers of rwenty years can be rede ae s 
ſubdued in twelve monerhs, chete mult be a natural time, and 
' natural applications allowed for it: But there ate a ſort of your 
Patients that I mult recommend to your utmoſt vigilance , utmoſt 
ſeverity, and to no part of — lenity or induſgence ; ſuch who are 
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" What good Chriſtian cah think wicthou Fandel theſe Miniſters 


| Peace, and are in their practice the only Trumpets of War and In- 


- apainſt cheſe men, who When eAcibigdes was condemned 


rofeſſed Religious, 


4 


thought to be.ſuch,. then a Minjſtet of Chrilt's turning Rebel aginſt 
his Pr fe, Wich 2 a hes froth his Order, nd. 
his preaching Rebellion to the People, as the Boctrine of Chriſt, ad- 
ding Blaſphemy and pertinacie to his Apoſtacie, hath all the marks * | 
by which og men ate taught to know and avoid that Sin #gainſt 
the Holy Ghoſt ; If you do not provide for the thorow quenching 
theſe Firt-brands, King, Lords and Commons ſhall be their mean- 
eſt Subjects, and the whole Kingdom kindled into one general Flame. 
Hy Lords and Gentlemen, OY wha 
When' the King ſpake laſt in this plate before this day, He faid, 
When He ſhould call the next Parliament, He ſhould "receive their 
thanks for what Fe had done ſince He bad arena Ra Tor kle 
ſaid He ſhould not more propoſe aby one ruled Hitofelf in Fs 
Actions or His Councels, then this: bat iA Parliament like to 
think of this Action, or ﬀ that Connſel ? and that it end be 
want of gnder ſtanding in Hin, if it wol net bear that teft:- He 
told you. bur now, That He values Himſelf inch; on keeping 
Word, upon performing all that He-prorfiſcs,to 


: 


His 
Word, upo is People; and He 
bath the worſt luck in che world, if He hath not complied with 'this | 
promiſe, and if His noderſtanding hath failed Him in it. It was in 
a very little time after the diſſolution of that Parliament, His Majeſty 
giving Himſelf a few diyes to accompany His Royal Mother to the 
Sea ſide, (the onely time He hath ſlept qut of this Town, test rns 
Twelve - monetb,) that the moſt deſperate and prodigious Rebellion 
brake out in this City, that hath been heard of in avy ige, which | 
continued two or three nights together, with the Murder of ſeveral 
honeſt 2 bt 15 man n Treaſon WT of the 
contemptibleneſſe of the number ingaged in it; go tman knows the 
number, but by the fore of Ae get. Letters Ny 11 
the Counties of Eng/and, in which the time was ſee down wherein 
the work of the Lord was to be done, by che deſperate ea lige bf le 
Traytors themſelves, and their bragging of their friends, wWe mat 
conelude the combination reached-very far, and in trutii we may ged. 
ſonably. believe, that if the undaunted courage, and wiel in- 
duſtry of the Lord Mayor of London, who deſerves tobe mentlöthed 
before King, Lords and Commons, and to be eſteemed by them, had 
not prevented it: I ſay, it is l this fury would not have, 
been 6xtinguihed, before chie famous Pix, oca zwai phet dite 
4 = - : ** | 
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been burned to nahes. If e en the King did upon this. 
unheard of, proyocation, what vengeance he took upon thoſe, whoſe. 
profeſſed and avowed principle was, not to diſtingniſh between him 
and another man, nay to kill him ſooner then any other man, 
you will finde, as was ſaid of Ceſar, that Libentins vitam 


been no leſſe obſtinate, then their malice and wickedneſſe, that 
few perſons have ſuffered, and that He hath reſtrained the Law: 
| From being ſevere to many, who at the ſame time continue 
their guilt, and undervalue His compaſſioa ; That there bach. 
not been a week ſince that time, in which there have not been. 
Combinations and Cobſpiracies formed againſt His Perſon , and 
againſt the Peace of the 1 . which before this time would 

3 0 taken eflect, if God had not put it into the hearts of ſome 
* who were truſted in the Counſels, to diſcover tha deligns time 
enough. for prevention, and upon all theſe Alarms, and the in- 
terception of ſuch. Letters, as would in all other Countries have. 
produced the Rack for further diſcoveries, and under the late Go- 


| their puniſhment, he bath left the Offenders to His Judges of the 
| Law, and choſe Judges to the preciſe forms, and. ordinary rules of 
tze Law. n A. * 
| _ 49 Lords and Gentlemen, If the new licence and corruption. 
| of this time hath exceeded che wickednefſe of former Ages, that 
+ the old Laws have not ehough provided for the puniſhment of 
wickedneſſe , they could got foreſee or imagine, it will become your 
| Wiſdoms to provide new remedies for new diſeaſes, and to ſe- 
| care the precious Perſon of our Dear Soveraign ,” from the firſt 
approaches of Villany, and the Pence of the Kingdom from the 
firſt overtures of Sedition : If you will not provide Laws to do it, 
| the King will not do any thing extraordinary even towards lis own 
' You ſee 5 Rule by; which he . „ and as be bach 
made geod His promiſe to you, fo I doubt not you will make 
2000 ee , and hal Hh ſhall receive thanks for what He 
hath done fince He was laſt here. He hath cold you now what He 
bath done 8 is reſolved to Marty, and reſolyed whom to 


Ny; which, 1 belicve, is the moſt gratefull news that the whole 
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victer jam daret, quam vidti acriperent, That His mercy hath 


. vernment in this, would have erected High Courts of Juſtice for 
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Xiogdom hath longed for, or could receive from the firſt day. of 
his landing here; and when they ſhall know the great deli- 
beration He bath,ufed before that Reſolution, and the circum- 
ſtances in reſolving it, they will ſurely bave cauſe to confeſſe, 
that never King in the diſpoſal of himſelf in Marriage, took ſo 
great care for the good and felicity of His People. Within a ves» 
ſhort time after His landing in this Kingdom, He was moved 
by the Ambaſſador of Portugal to renew- a Treaty, lately made 
between that Crown and the Uſurper ; a. Treaty in very many 
reſpects the moſt advantageous to this Nation, that ever was entered 
into with any Prince or People; à Treaty by which, at this time, 
that Crown is pay ing the penalty, (which the Uſurper exacted 
from it) for tlie moſt Heroick and Noble Act of Honour and Friend: 
ſhip performed by that King to our Maſter, that ever was perfor» 
med by any. Prince towards another Prince ip diſtreſs ;, And yet 
the King was nothing forward to ratifie this Treaty, though ic is 
very true, every Article in it, but one, was entirely for the benefit 
of this Nation, for the extraordinary advancement of Trade, for 
the good of Religion, and for the honour of the Crown; yet thers 
was One, One ſingle Article that muſt oblige the King, as it did 
oblige the Uſurper, to ſupply Portugal withi an Army for His 
aſſiſtance when He ſhould require it; that is, That Portugal 
ſhould have power to make Levies of ten thouſand men for their 
ſervice : This the King fore-ſaw might produce a War with Spain, 
which He was very unwilling to undergo that Engagement; and 
yet His Council repreſented unto Him how rent thi 
it would be to His People to loſe the poſſeſſion of fo great a Trade, 
and thoſe other immenſe Advantages they had by that Treaty; 
and that would be judged an irrecoverable Errour in Policy, if . 
Portugal fhould be ſuffered again to be ſwallowed up by Spain, - 
However, the King was reſolved not precipitately to engage Him- 
ſelf in ſuchn Treaty as might be attended with. ſuch an incouve- 
nience , but to take time fully to conſider of it; and this Delay the 
Portugal could not be pleaſed with, and fo the Ambaſſador re- 
turned home to his Maſter. l 
About this time the Houſe of Commons ſent up a Bill to the 
Lords for the annexing Duskirłk and Jamaica to the Crown of 
England ; which ſeemed to have the moſt unirerſa} conſent and 
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Approbation from the whole Wes „that ever any Bill could be 
' Atrended with; yet the ſame confideration which retarded the 
Treaty with Portugal, made the King leſs warm towards the ad- 
yancing of that Bill: And the Spaniſh Ambaſſadour was as ſolicitous 
to obſtruct it, as he hath been ſince to obſtruct the Match with Por- 
rugel, This being the Caſe, and the Portugal Ambaſſadour re- 
turning with ſuch particular Overtures to the King for a Marriage 
with the Daughter of that Crown , that both in reſpe& of Portion 
and*'many other cranſcendent Advantages for the advancement of 
the Trade and Empire of this Kingdom, the like hath not been 
offered in this n His Majeſty having received as full infor- 
wirion and ſatisfäction in the beauty and re of that te- 
-riowned Princeſs, as can be had without 4 perſonal Interview , (s 
circumſtance very rarely admitted to Prigces ) it was not in His 
BOL power to be without ſome approbation and inclination 
xb/this' Allyance * Yet, even then He would not truſt Rimſef in 
this great Affair, which ſo nearly and ſo dearly concerns Bimfelf, 
Aud Himſelf above all others; though the benefit and advantage 
could but appear the ſame upon further Conſultation, yet there 
might poſſibly. be ſome miſchiefs, or ſome inconvetiencies diſcer- 
ned which He had not fort- ſeen: He reſolves therefore to call 
Jis Council „tells them ſome dayes before, that He had an Affair 
of great importance to impart to them, and to receive their advice 
in; and therefore appointed an extraordinary day, that they might . 
all appear, (and truly, I think there was but one Lord abſent, who 1 
Was then indiſpof d in his health ) Ia this Council He ſtated the 1 
hole Matter, all that was offered of benefit and advantage, all that 5 
f .occurr'd bf hazard or inconvenience, without the lea diſcovery 


| of His own inclinations furth 


0 er then that you would have believed 
He had ſcen the picture of His Miſtriſs, it having been a ſpeech He 
| hath often accuſtomed Himſelf to, That He would; not marry. a 
Woman He had not ſome reaſon to believe He could love, though 
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The could bring Him the Empire of the Werld.; He did not con- 


teal from My Lords what the Spaniſh. Ambaſſadour had offered 
' apainſt this Marriage, ( who'is not over. reſerved in giving Counſe 
| nor in communicating the Counſel He gives) what profers He hai 


ide of others, what Threats of War in dne caſe, what advantage 
f Dowry in another; that he is ſo (olleRourion the pdrancement 
oY > +; „„ © £51. - | 1 "ye ny on \ * 0 


ye! 


«+ tad bs — 
* ” "ox a , 1 * 


Fer 


of he proteſtant Neige 5 2 had offered ſeveral pröteflipt 
Princeſſes; to whom ks) Maſter ſhall give a Portion, as with the 147 
fanta of Spain : And truly Jeſs, then the Univerſal Monarch 

not diſpoſe of ſo many, N a L the leaſt Conſents or Pris. 
vity of their own: 10 
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a War , as out of the dread of it to be at the diſpofal of any 
other Prince, and that when He hath freed His own Subjects from 
Wardſhips, and from Liverics „ that He ſhould Himſelf become a 
Ward to the King of Spain, and not marry without hie. 

bation and Conſent :: They obſerved, that in the ſame Memorials | 
(Ido not mean that which he laſt Printed, but a former) in 
which the Spaniſh Ambaſſador threatens War, if the King mar- 
ries with Portugal; He preſſeth very earneſtly the delivering up * 
of Dunkirk and Jamaica; and it is plain enough he would have 
that recompence for the portion he would give; and in truth, 
whoever is againſt the match with Portugal, is for the delivery of ; 
Dunkirk and famaica, a War being as ſure to follow from the 
latter, as from the former, and from neither, till the King of Spain 
finder ir convenient for- himſelf 4 
I will not inlarge upon the many Reaſons, the King hath told you 
the concluſion: There was never a more unanimous Advice from 
any Council, not one diſſenting voice in the beſeeching His Ma- 
jeſty to make this marriage, and to finiſh it with all the expedi- 
tion imaginable. Upon this He ſent for the Portugal Ambaſſa- 
dor, declared His reſolutien to him, hath writ Himſelf to Por- 


gl, and is preparing His Fleet to ferch home our Queen. a 
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 'Lhope now He hath deſerved all your thanks, both for the Mat: 
der andthe Manner, and that not onely our ſelves, but the Ages 
| that are to ſucceed us, fhall have cauſe to bleſſe God and His Ma- 
* Jelly for this reſolution that-He hath taken, and that He hath 
* declaredto us this day, and hath reſerved for this day, having ob- 
Aged His Council to ſecrecy, that He might Himſelf communicate it 
to His whole Kingdom at one. 
* There are ſome other particulars of weight, but He will not 
J mingle them with this great important one, which muſt ſo much 
I fill your hearts and your heads, but will reſerve them till he ſees 
> you. again, after you have choſen your Speaker, which he now 
a 9 you to do, and to repair to your Houſe for that purpoſe, 
| that you may preſent your Speaker unto Him at feur of the clock 
upon Friday. 2 


